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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: CASC UNHCR VS VN 

SUBJECT: DEBRIEFING OF RETURNEES: STATEMENTS SIGNED 
REF: STATE 256616 

SUMMARY. THREE TIMES DURING THEIR IMPRISONMENT THE FOURTEEN 
PERSONS WHO DEPARTED HANOI OCTOBER 30 WERE ASKED TO SIGN 
STATEMENTS REQUESTING TO BE RELEASED. WITH VARIATIONS IN THE 
TEXT THEY COMPLIED. END SUMMARY. 

1. ALTHOUGH THERE MAY HAVE BEEN EXCEPTIONS, IT APPEARS THAT, 

AS A RULE, COMMUNIST AUTHORITIES IN NORTH AND SOUTH VIET-NAM 
REQUESTED THE FOURTEEN PRISONERS TO SIGN STATEMENTS ASKING THAT 
THEY BE RELEASED ON THREE DIFFERENT OCCASIONS DURING THEIR 
IMPRISONMENT. THERE SEEMS TO BE HAVE BEEN INDIVIDUAL BARGAINING 
OVER WHAT EACH PERSON'S STATEMENT SAID. THE NON-AMERICANS 
WERE ALWAYS ASKED TO SIGN THEIR STATEMENTS FIRST. 
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STATEMENTS WERE ALL IN ENGLISH, TRANSLATED AFTERWARDS 
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INTO VIETNAMESE (THE MILTERS WERE TOLD THAT HUYNH TAN PHAT, 
WHO THEORETICALLY WAS TO RECEIVE THE DECLARATIONS, SPEAKS 
EXCELLENT ENGLISH). 

2. EVERYONE HAD TO SUBMIT HIS FIRST STATEMENT DURING THE 
EARLY INCARCERATION AT YA SUP CAMP IN DARLAC. IT WAS 
MERELY A REQUEST TO THE PRG FOR RELEASE SO THE PRISONERS 
COULD REJOIN THEIR FAMILIES. IN IT, THE PERSON OR FAMILY 
SIGNING ACKNOWLEDGED THAT HE OR THEY WERE TREATED WELL 
AND IN REASONABLY GOOD HEALTH. 

3. MOST - PERHAPS ALL - PRISONERS BOTH SIGNED AND TAPED 

A SECOND STATEMENT AT SON TAY, ADDRESSING IT DIRECTLY TO 
PHAT. IT INCLUDED WELL WISHES ON THE DRV'S 30TH ANNIVERSARY, 
PLEASURE THAT VIET-NAM WAS REUNITED, AND MENTIONED THE GOOD 
TREATMENT RECEIVED. THE MILLERS WERE ASKED TO SIGN FIRST 
AMONG THE AMERICANS BECAUSE, THEY SUSPECT, OF CONCERN OVER 
DAUGHTER LU ANNE'S HEALTH. THE NORTH VIETNAMESE AUTHORITIES 
ASKED THEM TO INCLUDE A STATEMENT OF APPRECIATION FOR A 
BIRTHDAY PARTY THE FORMER GAVE LUANNE IN SEPTEMBER. THE 
MILLERS’ STATEMENT WAS REJECTED BY "THE SECRETARY" OF THE 
PRG EMBASSY IN HANOI, WHO SAID THE TONE WAS A COMPLAINING 
ONE. THE MILLERS MADE VERY MINOR CHANGES, AND IT WAS 
ACCEPTED. STRUHARIK SIGNED HIS WHILE IN SOLITARY CONFER- 
MENT IN OCTOBER. THE ONE GIVEN HIM TO SIGN STATED 
THAT HE WOULD SAY NOTHING CRITICAL ABOUT HIS INCARCERATION 
AND WOULD TRY TO PERSAUDE OTHERS TO DO LIKEWISE. 

4. JUST PRIOR TO RELEASE, EVERYONE SIGNED AND TAPED 

A THIRD STATEMENT AT SON TAY, ADDRESSED AGAIN TO PHAT OR, IN 
SOME CASES, TO CAMP AUTHORITIES. IN IT THE PRISONERS 
REQUESTED THEIR RELEASE, STATED THAT TREATMENT WAS GOOD, 
AND DECLARED THEIR APPRECIATION FOR THE KINDNESS AND 
CONSIDERATION SHOWN THEM BY BOTH GOVERNMENTS AND THE 
PLAF. AT LEAST STRUHARIK'S INCLUDED A SENTENCE THAT 
HE REALIZED THAT HIS ACTIVITIES SUPPORTING AMERICAN 
FOREILN POLICY WERE WRONG. 

5. THE VARIOUS RETURNEES WE QUESTIONED ABOUT THESE STATE- 
MENTS SAID THEY HAVE NO IDEA HOW THE COMMUNISTS INTEND 
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TO USE THEM BUT WOULD NOT BE SURPRISED IF THEY ARE BROAD- 
CAST AT SOME POINT. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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